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Welcome to the third edition of the 
official newsletter of the Centenary 
Tennis Clubs Association.

We will keep you updated on our 
latest news, events, competitions  
and membership and partners in  
this online bulletin.

ABOUT US
The Association of Centenary 
Tennis Clubs (CTC) is an umbrella 
group of clubs more than 100 years 
old, including some of the most 
prestigious clubs in the sport

Initially founded by eight European 
clubs, we now have an extensive 
and truly global membership and are 
recognised by the sport’s governing 
body, the International Tennis 
Federation (ITF).

All member clubs have a history 
dating back at least one hundred 
years, with a significant sporting 
tradition and social role. 2016 CTC Competitions 2
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INSIDE

The Centenary Tennis Clubs Ass- 
ociation held its 20th Annual Gen-
eral Meeting in Lausanne, Switzer-
land on Saturday November 19th, 
2016. 

Representatives from 11 different 
member clubs attended the meet-
ing, which was chaired by the or-
ganisation’s President, Juan Maria 
Tintore.

The assembly approved the 
admittance of five new member 
clubs from Austria, Great Britain 
and the Republic of Ireland to the 
Association. The inclusion of the 
new members - WAC Wiener Ath-
letic Sportsklub (AUT), St. Georges 
Hill Lawn Tennis Club (GBR), Beck-
enham Lawn Tennis Club (GBR), 
Donnybrook Lawn Tennis Club (IRL) 

2016 Annual General Meeting 
In Lausanne 
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I.CLTK Claims CTC Winners’ Group Title

and Sutton Lawn Tennis Club (IRL), brings the total 
number of member clubs to 69 in 24 countries on 
four continents. 

The Assembly heard details of how the growing 
organisation’s activities progressed in 2016, when 
the CTC organized tournaments in more territories 
than ever before. Specific updates were given 
about the third CTC Competition in South Ameri-
ca, which was held at the Tenis Club Argentino in 
Buenos Aires, and the 2nd CTC Asia Tournament, 
which took place recently at the Yokohama Tennis 

Community in Japan with the participation of two 
clubs from Europe, Royal Leopold (BEL) and LTTC 
Rot Weiss Berlin (GER). 

Affiliated to Tennis Europe and a recognized 
organization of the International Tennis Federa-
tion, the Centenary Tennis Clubs Association was 
founded in June 1996 by eight European clubs 
with the aim of promoting the traditions of the 
sport of tennis. All of the member clubs can claim 
more than 100 years of history and a significant 
tennis tradition.

The weekend of September 23-25 saw the five 
group winners of last year’s Centenary Tennis 
Clubs competitions gather at Tennis Club Genève 
in Switzerland to play the Association’s flagship 
Winner’s Group competition. 

Joining the host club in action were teams from 
I.ČLTK Prague (CZE), Kungl Lawn Tennis Klubben 
Stockholm (SWE), Le Tir Paris (FRA), with defend-
ing champions TC Parioli Rome (ITA) 
and runner-up Villa Primrose Bordeaux 
(FRA) also invited. 

Unfortunately, due to unforeseen 
circumstances TC Parioli Rome was 
not able to attend, which led to some 
adjustments to the tournament sched-
ule. In order to ensure that the five 
remaining teams each had at least two 
matches in the three-day event, qualifying rounds 
between I.ČLTK and Le Tir and Kungl Lawn Tennis 
Klubben & Villa Primrose were held. The Czech and 
Swedish clubs advanced from their respective ties 
and joined TC Genève in the main draw, which 
was played in a round robin format, allowing Le 
Tir and Villa Primrose to battle for fourth and fifth 
place overall. 

The final of the event was a battle between 
I.ČLTK and their Swiss hosts. With two suitably 
strong teams – the Czech line-up included for-

2016 CTC COMPETITIONS

1. ČLTK Prague
2. TC Genève
3. KLTK  Stockholm
4. Primrose Bordeaux
5. Le Tir ParisFi
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Results:

I.ČLTK Prague beat le Tir Paris 7:0
Kung LTK Stockholm beat Villa Primrose Bordeaux 5:4
Villa Primrose Bordeaux beat Le Tir Paris 8:1
I.ČLTK Prague beat Kung LTK Stockholm 7:1
TC Genève beat Kung LTK Stockholm 7:1
I.ČLTK Prague beat TC Genève 5:4

www.centenarytennisclubs.org
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mer top professionals Jan Vacek and Iva Budarova 
Simunkova, while TC Genève counted upon the 
experience of players such as Anthony Dupuis, 
Christelle Fauche and Susanna Villaverde – it was 
no surprise to see the final go the wire. The Czech 
team eventually edged to victory by a margin of 5/4. 

The final day saw an on-court prize giving cere-
mony, at which CTC President Juan-Maria Tintoré 

was on hand to offer the Cup to the winners I.ČLTK, 
and medals to the participants. As always, the com-
petition had an important social aspect, with an 
official dinner on the Saturday night at the host club, 
where the players exchanged gifts and souvenirs. 
The dinner was also attended by the CTC President 
and representatives from the Association’s main 
partner, private bank EFG International. 

CTC Seniors La Magdalena 

CTC Seniors Odense 

Real Sociedad de Tenis La Magdalena host-
ed three teams - Carrickmines, Cumberland and 
RCTB 1899 - for three wonderful days of tennis 
and entertainment during the weekend of Sep-
tember 9 to 11. 

The weather was also supportive of the event and 
enabled all matches to be played outdoors. The four 
teams were evenly matched throughout the tourna-
ment, and the host team eventually 
emerged as triumphant team. 

On the social side of the com-
petition, the players had the 
pleasure of enjoying a tour in a 
zodiac to visit the Puntal Beach. 
The official dinner was attended 
by the President of the CTC, Mr. 
Juan Mª Tintore. 

The calm and relaxing environment of Tennis 
Club Odense was the location of a Centenary 
Tennis Clubs Association group competition during 
the weekend of September 10-11, 2016. 

The competition saw only two participants – TC 
Padova from Italy and the hosting club. Unfortu-
nately, two other teams, one from Ireland and one 
from The Netherlands withdrew some days before 
the matches. 

www.centenarytennisclubs.org
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As an actively involved member of the Asso-
ciation of Centenary Tennis Clubs (CTC) and in 
the spirit of nurturing fair play and developing the 
social and cultural aspect that links itself with the 
sport of tennis, the Athens Lawn Tennis Club 
organised a weekend of CTC Seniors competition 
during 23-25 September 2016. Four teams of 
senior players aged 35+ and 45+ in both men’s 
and ladies categories competed for the honour 
of winning first prize. Participating CTC mem-
ber clubs were LTTC Rot-Weiss from Berlin, All-
männa Lawntennis Klubb from Stockholm, Lawn 
Tennis Club Leimonias from The Hague and the 
host team. 

The teams drawn to initially compete against 
each other during the first leg of nine rubbers 
were Lawn Tennis Club Leimonias against Rot-
Weiss and Allmänna Lawntennis Klubb against 
Athens Lawn Tennis Club. Glorious weather and 
a good level of play made for an exciting first day. 
The host team narrowly beat Allmänna Lawnten-
nis Klubb, while Lawn Tennis Club Leimonias had 
a slightly easier path for the following day’s final 
against Rot-Weiss. The winner would eventually 
be decided between the hosts and Lawn Tennis 
Club Leimonias. On a another sunny day, the 
team from Athens won the tournament in front 
of a home crowd, while Allmänna Lawntennis 
Klubb secured third place. 

On the social side of the competition, wel-
come drinks were arranged at the club upon 

arrival of all teams 
and the members 
of each team got 
the chance to meet 
each other while 
the team captains 
revised the event 
schedule, bearing 
in mind the visi-
tors’ needs to visit 
the historic centre 
of Athens and near-
by landmarks such 
as the Parthenon and the Acropolis museum. 
On the Sunday and final night of the event, the 
official dinner was hosted at the club’s restaurant 
with team captains congratulating each other and 
exchanging gifts while having the opportunity to 
taste local produce. The casual and friendly at-
mosphere added to a great evening and closed a 
successful event, one all team members agreed 
to take place again and that is testament to the 
positive role and impact put forth by the Associ-
ation of Centenary Tennis Clubs. 

By Evangelos Soupionas

The event for CTC member clubs, 
each of which has more than a 
hundred years of tradition, includes 
senior players aged 35+ and 45+ in 
both men’s and ladies’ categories. 

The action saw former finalist 
TC Padova score a good win over the Tennis Club 
Odense 7-2, losing just one women’s 35+ singles 
and a mixed double 35+ match. 

The social side of the competi-
tion also included an official dinner 
at the Club where the Tennis Club 
Odense staff prepared a lovely meal 
with several courses and offered 
Italian wine as a welcome gesture. 

The atmosphere was perfect for a mixing of cul-
ture and a real interchange among all the players 
and their teams.

CTC Seniors Athens 

www.centenarytennisclubs.org
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The 2nd CTC Asia 
Tournament was suc-
cessfully organized in 
Yokohama, Japan dur-
ing the weekend of 
November 12- 14. 

The Yokohama In- 
ternational Tennis 
Community teamed 
up with the Tokyo 
Lawn Tennis Club 
and the Ashiya International Lawn Tennis Club to 
present a combined squad from the host nation. 
Facing them were overseas visitors from the Roy-
al Leopold Club of Belgium and the LTTC Rot 
Weiss Berlin, Germany. 

All of the visitors were overwhelmed by the kind-
ness and hospitality of the organizers during the 
event and its lively social program, and are already 
looking forward to attending the 3rd edition of the 
tournament, which is scheduled to be held in 2019. 

With a final record of 5 wins and 3 losses in 
the round-robin event, the tournament was won 
by the host team, who edged Royal Leopold Club 
into second place.

The third edition of the Centenary Tennis 
Clubs Association’s South American com-
petition was held during the weekend of 29-30 
October. With an excellent vibe – not just for 
the camaraderie between the players of the 
various teams, but also due to the excellent 
weather that blessed the event – the hosting 
Tennis Club Argentino managed to capture the 
prestigious trophy for the first time.

The weekend proved to be a great success as 
teams from Nautico San Isidro, Santa Fe Lawn 
Tennis Club and Buenos Aires Lawn Tennis Club 
joined the hosts for a 
high-quality doubles 
tournament that was 
lit up by the enthusiasm 
that the players brought 
to the courts. 

The third edition of the DGC Inter Club Tour-
nament was played from March 4-6 at the Grass 
Courts of the DGC. 

Eight teams took part in the competition, which 
was started to celebrate the invitation of the club 
to join the Centenary Tennis Clubs (CTC) Associa-
tion. On this occasion, the host Club and defend-
ing champion since 2014 was joined by a B team 
from the same club, Calcutta South Club, Mayo 

CTC South America 
Competition  

CTC Delhi Gymkhana 
Inter-Club Tournament   

CTC Asia Tournament, 
Yokohama 

www.centenarytennisclubs.org


Hall Sports Complex Alla-
habad, International Lawn 
Tennis Club of India A&B 
teams, Chelmsford Club 
and Vasant Vihar Club, all of 
whom were battling to win 
the Centenary Tennis Clubs 
Trophy.

The competition saw 
matches in both men’s and 
ladies’ Over 45 and 55 categories, and was played 
on the club’s 26 enviable and immaculate grass 
courts, venue for the Nationals and the Asian Lawn 
Tennis Championships in the mid-fifties. 

All participants respected the all-white dress 
code required by the Club. An attractive invitation 
to other CTC clubs around the globe was extended 
well in time, but sadly was not taken up on this 
occasion by the international teams. However, the 

absence of overseas clubs 
did not deter the organisers 
from going ahead with the 
tournament and the three-
day event was a resounding 
success. The President of 
All India Tennis Association 
and current Vice President 
of the International Tennis 
Federation, Mr. Anil Khan-

na, congratulated the organizers for their support 
in the promotion of tennis. 

The International Lawn Tennis Club of India, 
was the eventual champion, lifting the CTC Trophy. 
The final was well contested and in a cliff hanger 
contest they triumphed over the Delhi Gymkhana 
Club. The plate event was won by the South Club 
Kolkatta, winners of the inaugural tournament held 
in 2013.

Fitzwilliam LTC played host to Real Club Polo 
Barcelona, TC Genova and Blau Weiss Berlin on the 
week-end of the 16th – 18th September. This was one 
of the qualifying groups of the CTC Seniors Competi-
tion 2016 with the winner going forward to compete 
in the Winners Group in 2017.

A champagne drinks reception was held on the 
opening night to welcome the guests into the week-
end.  The first ever lady President of the Club, Helen 
Shields joined the night. Her father Joe Hackett was 
a formidable player who was Irish No.1 for many 
years and competed at  Wimbledon and Roland  
Garros in the 1950’s. Following drinks the various 
teams moved on to Dublin City Centre to sample 
some of the capitals fine dining. 

Tennis commenced early on the Saturday morn-
ing, The format was to be two semi-finals on the 
Saturday followed by the Final and 3rd / 4th play-off 
on the Sunday. Fitzwilliam squeezed through 5-4 in 
the first semi-final against Blau Weiss, and RC Polo 
were comprehensive 8-1 winners against Genova 

in the second 
semi-final. On 
Saturday night 
we had a won-
derful dinner 
for 40 people at the club. Speeches were made 
and gifts were exchanged. It was a truly wonderful 
evening where friendships were made for life.

Play started early on Sunday morning. Blau 
Weiss  won out 5-4 against Genoa in the 3rd /4th 
play-off. The final was a much tighter affair than 
the 5-2 score suggested with Martin Hughes of 
Fitzwilliam losing an epic champions tie–break  
12-10 to give the Spaniards their well-deserved vic-
tory and a place in the 2017 Winners Group. Just as 
play finished the rain started to come down – per-
fect timing. A quick lunch was had and the teams 
were then ferried by coach to the Airport. All in 
all it was a fabulous week-end of tennis and fun.  
A special thanks to the staff at Fitzwilliam for look-
ing after us so well all week-end.
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CTC Seniors Fitzwilliam  
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The Real Club de Tenis Barcelona 1899 hosted 
the RCTB 1899 Cup during the weekend of 26-27 
August. The tournament is for Centenary Tennis 
Clubs Association juniors aged under 14.

Four teams took part on this occasion, with 
the Real Club de Polo de Barcelona, the Irish 
team Carrickmines and the 
I.CLTK Prague team joining 
the host Club. 

All teams have been able 
to play against each other in a 
round robin format and 
the eventual winner 
was the I.ČLTK from 
Prague, after scoring 
a total of 15 wins. The 
host Club was the run-
ner-up with 12 wins, 
followed by the Real 
Club de Polo (6) and 
Carrickmines in fourth place (3). 

The Vice President of the RCTB 
1899, Mr Ignacio Soler Cabot attend-
ed the prize giving ceremony, offering 
the Trophy to the captain of the wining 
team and a medal of the Centenary 

Tennis Clubs Association to all the 
participants. He was also able to take 

advantage of the opportunity to encourage 
players to persist on their dream of enjoying 
the game of tennis

           www.centenarytennisclubs.org
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CTC U14 RCTB-1899 Cup

Six visiting overseas teams 
and two teams from the host 
club, Carrickmines played a first 
round of matches to determine 
who played for the Cup, (the win-
ning teams), and who played for 
the plate, (the Runners up) at the 
10th edition of the Carrickmines 
Cup Under 12 competition. 

The 10th Carrickmines Cup was eventually won 
by Carrickmines, after an absorbing final match 

against 1.Cesky from Prague. It 
was only the second time the 
Dublin Club won the tourna-
ment with the Czechs winning 
an incredible eight times!!

The Polo Club from Barcelo-
na won the Plate. They were 
unlucky to lose out to Cum-
berland in the first round, on 

a games countback after the tie was split at 3 
matches all. 

CTC U12 Carrickmines Cup  

www.centenarytennisclubs.org


           www.centenarytennisclubs.org

8

The ninth edition of the CTC U14 I.ČLTK Cup 
took place during the weekend of September 30 
- October 2, 2016. A total of six teams were in 
action; Carrickmines from Dublin, Real Club de 
Tenis Barcelona 1899, Kung LTK from Sweden, 
Real Club de Polo from Barcelona and two teams 
from the host Club, I. ČLTK Prague. 

The competition was organized in two groups 
of three teams playing a round robin format. 
The teams from the host club proved to be very 
successful; the A team proved to be the even-
tual winners of the competition, scoring a 4/2 
win over their Swedish opposition. The B-team 
claimed third place, with a similar scoreline over 
RCT Barcelona. 

I ČLTK later confirmed that they will also host 
the 10th edition of the tournament, in 2017. 

CTC U14 I.CLTK Cup

It was fortunate to have wonderful sun-
shine all weekend and to get full use out of 
the grass courts. Many of the players getting 
their first ever experience on grass.

It was great to have SALK from Stockholm 
for the first time and to welcome back old 
friends, many who have appeared every year 
since the inaugural competition in 2007.

Results:

Group A
RCTB - Carrickmines 4/2
I.ČLTK A - RCTB 6/0
I.ČLTK A - Carrickmines 6/0

1st place match I.ČLTK A - KLTK 4/2
3rd place match I.ČLTK B - RCTB 4/2
5th place match Carrickmines - Polo 3/3 
                   (winner Carrickmines)

Group B
KLTK - Polo 6/0
I.ČLTK B - Polo 6/0
KLTK - I.ČLTK B 3/3
        (winner KLTK)

Four CTC teams com-
peted at the 2016 U16 
Rot-Weiss Cup in Berlin 
during the weekend of 
23-24 July. Fitzwilliam 
was the winning club, 
with the team from RCT 
Barcelona-1899 finishing  
as runners-up.

CTC U16 Rot-Weiss Berlin Cup 

www.centenarytennisclubs.org
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Ever since the event was inaugurated by the 
Roehampton Club in 2011, the CTC’s UK and Irish 
teams have met on an annual basis for a friendly 
tennis team competition. 

Four teams attended this year, with Cumber-
land, Carrickmines, the host Club and the defend-
ing champion Winchester coming together on 
September 3rd to contest the Roehampton Bowl. 

Malahide LTCC, Dublin was delighted to host 
Den Haagsche LTC Leimonias for a tennis and 
social weekend on the 8th and 9th of July.

A group of players from Leimonias came over to 
Dublin and played golf on Thursday with the tennis 
commencing on Friday with practice in Malahide. 

Saturday afternoon saw a friendly match be-
tween the 2 Veterans teams with the Dutch play-
ers then joining in with Malahide members for a 
social ‘Wimbledon Night’ fun tennis tournament 
and Barbeque which went on late into the night.

The result was a really enjoyable weekend for 
the Malahide and Leimonias players and the plan 
is for Malahide to visit The Hague next year.

CTC UK & Ireland Friendly Competition 

Malahide – Leimonias Friendly Weekend  

Carrickmines joined up with the 
Real Club de Tennis Barcelona for 
the junior exchange again this year, the 
5th consecutive year that the scheme 
has run. In all, a total of 28 junior play-
ers participated on this occasion. 

The RCTB-1899 juniors travelled 
first, staying with Carrickmines fam-
ilies for the first two weeks in July, 
when they trained and played matches at the host 
club every day. Many of the juniors had visited Car-
rickmines previously, having played in the annual 
CTC Under 12 tournament there. 

The players returned to Bar-
celona for the last two weeks in 
July for the second half of the 
exchange and were again looked 
after superbly! Warm thanks go 
to Denise and Josep, the organis-
ers, to Pat and Ana, the travelling 
coaches and to all the host fami-
lies for giving the junior members 

of both clubs a great cultural and tennis experi-
ence. 

Everyone involved is already looking forward 
to 2017!

CTC Junior Exchange Between Carrickmines
and RCTB-1899  

OTHER EVENTS

www.centenarytennisclubs.org
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Roehampton Club once again hosted its an-
nual Centenary Tennis Clubs dinner during the 
Wimbledon Championships, inviting the mem-
bers of the different CTC Clubs around the world 
to attend. The dinner gathered a number of CTC 
members from across the globe, including visitors 
from Australia and Canada. 

The President of the Centenary Tennis Clubs 
Mr. Juan Mª Tintore and Vice President of the Cen-
tenary Tennis Clubs, Mr. Petr Simunek were also 
able to attend. 

CTC Dinner at Roehampton Club 

 The Centenary Tennis 
Clubs Association is de-
lighted to announce that 
the West Side Tennis Club 
in Forest Hills, New York is 
celebrating its 125th anni-
versary in 2017.

As one of the many cel-
ebrations they are planning, they would like to 
offer CTC members the opportunity of participat-
ing in the social round robins from 1PM to 4PM 
on Thursday August 24th and Friday August 25th, 
2017. On Thursday, participants will also be able to 

attend a celebration with 
food, beverages and live 
music in their famous For-
est Hills Stadium.

These dates also coin-
cide with the U.S. Open 
Qualifying event. Access 
to that event is free and is 

only 5 miles or a $15 taxi ride from their club.
Anyone interested should first identify himself as 

member of the specific CTC Club and e-mail Mr. Bob 
Ingersole at: tennisdirector@foresthillstennis.com. 

All details are available in the fact sheet. 

West Side Tennis Club 125th Anniversary Celebrations   

COMING UP

Once again including six different categories 
and bringing together different age groups of the 
Clubs, from juniors to over 55, the competition 
was very tight and finally saw the host Club, Edg-
baston Priory, emerge triumphant. 

The Cumberland Club took the baton, and con-
firmed that they will be responsible for hosting 
the next edition of this popular meeting.

www.centenarytennisclubs.org
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In 1937 Fitzwilliam 
was the first amateur 
club in Ireland and UK to 
host a professional ten-
nis match: Fred Perry v 
Ellsworth Vines. 

As a follow-up, and 
continuing its efforts to 
give the Irish public the 
opportunity of seeing 
tennis at its best, Fitzwilliam organized for the most famous tennis 
show - The Tilden Troupe - to take place in May 1938 featuring 
W.T. (Big Bill) Tilden and Henri Cochet.

Tilden won the US Championships 7 times and Wimbledon on 
3 occasions. Cochet, for his part, was one of the famous “Four 
French Musketeers” and won Wimbledon twice, the US Cham-
pionships once and held the French Championships title 5 times.

The other two members of The Tilden Troupe were Cochet’s 
French compatriot Robert Ramillon and Albert Burke from Dublin, 
who was himself a well-known professional on the French Riviera 
and won the French Professional Doubles title with H.Cochet.

Recently our Club acquired an original programme of this fa-
mous event at auction, a downloadable copy can be obtained by 
clicking here.

Apart from interesting tennis details, the programme includes 
amusing advertisements: eg. Shelbourne Hotel provides “Run-
ning Hot and Cold Water”!!

Find us on social media!

Keep up with all the latest from the CTC with our Facebook and Twitter accounts. 
Don’t forget to follow us and tag us when posting about your CTC-related activities. 

           www.twitter.com/centenarytennis

                      https://www.facebook.com/CentenaryTennisClubs 

Fitzwilliam brings the biggest  
names in tennis to Ireland 

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Would you like your club to 
feature in future editions of CTC 
News? Many of our member clubs 
have done much to shape the de-
velopment of tennis in their local 
communities.

 We know that each and every 
one of our member clubs has its 
own long and illustrious history, 
and we’d like to share your stories 
with our members and readers.

 If you would like to contribute 
in future, let us know by contacting 
info@centenarytennisclubs.com

Tell us the story  
of your club! 

www.centenarytennisclubs.org
www.twitter.com/centenarytennis
https://www.facebook.com/CentenaryTennisClubs



